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V4 1 T H an 5 i ſolicitous for 
V the progreſs of religion and ſcience, 
vin way zealous for the honour and prof- 
3 perity of the Univerſity, the following Dif- 

courſe is humbly inſcribed, to the VIœE- 

CHANCELLOR, | the Heaps of CorLLEGES, 

and the PROFESSORS, 


. n f — n 


| By ci ſhi 


Habib © Servant, 


Brook- Hall, near Norwich, 
Auguſt 6, 1777. | 
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I courſe might receive, when it was delivered 
0 from: the pulpit; the author is too well acquainted - 
with the preſent ſtate of literary opinions; to e ; 
that it will obtain general approbation when it iſſues 
a the preſs. | 'T Tomy the i "importagis of it its _ 5 
ns, 5 | He 


A icat actos, is non-attainment of it can x never - Ce. 
prove a diſappointment to his wiſhes.” ck: 
As the nature of the following dvi rſe W 
allow but a ſmall portion of time to an inveſtigation 
of the PROGRESSIONS' of SCIENCE, and the DEVE- - 
 LOPEMENT OF THE: FACULTIES OF THE MIND; the 
author was under ſome difficulty to comprehend . 
diſcuſſion within ſuch bounds, as ſliould render it ful! i 
without prolixity, and brief without obſeurity. But as 
he has many other obſervations to offer to the 1 : | 
. chat head, which Mn] a leſs i intimate Connexions 1 1 


> 4 4 74 - * 


PREFACE = 


oh the immediate ſubject of this diſcourſe, he means 
ſpeedily to publiſh an ApPENDIx, which will contain 
further remarks upon the LiBERAL ARTS, the faculty 
of INTELLEGT,' the art ef Lodia, ad the [cicncs: 
w MATHEMATICS and of MBT APHYSIC: S257 . 
.  Confeiqus/ that many of thoſe opinions flrongly 
rilizate againſt the learned: prjuditer of the age, he 
not * hitnſalf wich the hopes of making 
* But at the fame Limes! as Ge. wa of 
founded v en reds 3 truſts, that what the fond 
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vis of a liam tnt, aca amid: axbeardons 
remote for the moſt part from literary purſuits; he 
may hope to be A e dees as obe, Who in ne 
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Your aid that will 
glittering ore. eternal truth fron ous error,—and pre. 
ſerve the defecated maſs, as a a treaſure of the ann beauty, | 5 . 
and of the higheſt value. 5 
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\ iter ſhould be able to human miſconſtraAion, it will cer- 
tainly be the lot of ſome chriſtians in every age, to read with- 
out knowledge, and to believe without proof „ 1 
We are in danger of making ſhipwreck of our faith e op. . 
poſite rocks, equally fatal. Icnorance and inNDOLENCE may 
carry us ſupinely into the eddy formed by the one; BIOOTRY 
and SELF-CONCEIT may drive us precipitately upon the other 
The former enſures tlie ruin of our faith, whether as to the 
doctrines or evidence of religion; by too eaſy and credulodis/an 


aſſent to whatever pretends to the authority of a divine! Tang 19 55 


jon. The latter, by a careleſs .and' obſtinate rejeftion of an | 
evidence and every doctrine, which' does not at firſt glance : 


Pee an intuitive 1 agrnny of! its ruth. 0 rs 2 NEGLECT of : 


3 4.5 


keis of that 1 facdthy is, the way human 28 of kt. . 
Thall therefore take the occaſton, the text affords, of a” _ 
_ quiring, how far it appears from the PRINGIPLES and ro- d 
GRtss of SCIENSE, that DIVINE REVELATIONS were NECESSARY. 
To A881 the ENERGIE S, and SUPPLY the DEFICIENCIES. oF -. 
4 HUMAN REASON. And I ſhall further erideavour © deduce 
from the ſame ſource, the RIGHT EXERCISE x of THAT Talent | 


wy EE ts + 97; 
UPON the DOCTRINES of REVELATION. EVER 
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. *' See a Autos former diſcourſe preached bkfore me K Ui Ui of Ca. 
vridee; entitled, The Power of Chr Grin cuer the malignant Paſſions aſſerted 11 


cal Cauſes of Perſecutions among Chriſtians, and the true gr:unds e mutual ff 
n. religious IS TK, Ara Foes IP 5 


rays r around the memories of tab 7 FOUNDERS, 1 PAs 


the moſt [rhetorical panegyrie ank enen them. For, as 

the advancement of RELIGION was the END THEIR PIETY DE- 
_ 816NeD; ſo, the furniſhing every aid for the cultivation of 
om Was eee MEAN THEIR wISDOM- SUGGESTED. Ne 1 | 


and diſtributing into their 
ther all the different objects of ſenſe, their mutual relations to 


46-3: 4 


*RONs of / "tha cry Hi 


5 in a well worn path *;. there 


Will e be W frait hanging within our reach, which 


ut Han. has not yet gathered; and probably new ſeeds of 
wledge "ipringing up: within our YOu N che ehe has | 


s the hiſtc 


; b . and 


traces the progreſſions of ' ſcience,” will find, that the „ 


of every nation, and even of the ſucceſſive ages of the a 
15: 1 to the gradations of each individual perſon. 
Of all the powers and faculties of the human wind, SEN= 


 8aTION and PERCEPT10N firſt enter the avenue which leads to 
; knowledge. IMAGINATION: follows next, or rather walks 
hand in ind with: MEMORY. Then comes REASON with flow 


and cautious tread. By viewing with attentive eye; arranging 
Yoper claſſes, and comparing my” 


each __ mg their various uſes n it [ | the eee 


s „ 
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nee in n particular the. learned Meß 
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of NATURAL HISTORY and of nv, From them germi⸗ 
nate MEDICINE, and all the USEFUL ARTS, even oxoMETRY 
and ALGEBRA, and from them various other ſciences de : 
their thick and almoſt. innumerable branches. By cor 
plating the different ideas which memory or imagination 16+. 
tains, by tracing our internal perceptions, or the various in- 
ſtincts, impulſes, and paſſions which agitate: the breaſt, by 
forming combinations of the ideas derived from both theſe 
ſources, and DIRECTING THEM/TO/BOME CERTAIN BND,'REAs 
con gives birth to the ſiſter and liberal arts of Music, POETRY | 
and yAINTING, Next, by compyTING THE AmounT.of the 
various pleaſures and pains which impel men. to ackion, by 5 
directing us to the attainment of the suN of AUMAN. HAPPI- 
_ NEs$ as ſocial beings, the ſame faculty gives birth to the ſciences 7 
of RTnics, of Law, and of POLITICS. At length, but with 
| ſloweſt ſtep, and not till after a conſiderable interval of time, 
wmrrrtzer advances to perfection. He, like Newton with 
; the priſmatic glaſs on the rays of light, ſeparates and unfolds 
the hitherto almoſt blended operations of the mind; analyſes 
_ its various powers, a9 they tend either to ſpeculation, or to 
action; traces the acts of MEMory, and IMAGINATION, of 
' APFECTION, and VOLITION, marks and even direfts the ope- 
rations. of REASON itſelf; firſt, on the liberal arts by giving | 
birth to cRITICNSM; and next, upon the more important ob. 
jects of ſcience, by forming Looc, the moſt uſeful of all arts. 
That art, to which all the other arts as well as ſciences mut E 
J Ü 


S Dab 
* 


t q - 


- ultimately e indebted for their perfectior 
the faculty of intellect (or the dere 5e MIND, of of vr. 
rarursics) ſtop even here. It not only inveſtigates, and 
gives laws to all the other powers and faculties of the mind, 
but even recognizes SEI. From this contemplation, it 
catches fome glimpſe of the prvine wind or real cauſe of al! 
things; (thongh effects tliemſelves are commonly dignified with : 
that name) from the CONSIDERATION of THAT Cavs it de- 
duces for man à New CLAsS of purtEs, and calls forth into 
exiſtence the ſcience of NATURAL THEOLOGY, Thus is the 


But nacher 1 . | 


| $erence of MIND or METAPHYSICS placed on the higheſt 


fit of htmaan knowledge.” To this, all the other parts of ö 
ſcience ſerve but as ſtepe to help us to aſcend. What then, 
can even canDovs think of thoſe by whom it is ſo frequently 


and petulantly decried ? But, that involved in the denfe and 


groſs vapours which conftantly furround the lower objects of 
know edge, they are incapable” « of breathing in the higher and 
| more, ethercal e by oo s terreſtrial atmoſphere”. 5 


I, 


| 1 appear to ſome readers an u taſk, to point out, how much of the 
various knowledge in the different ſciences, the world owes to the lumioaries, 
who from time to time have ſhed their rays withia the confines of this univer- 
ſity. But it would likewiſe be an unneceſſa employment. Our Bacoy's, 
NewTon's, and WARINO's, our SPENCER's, Mit roms, DavDEN's, Pro's, 
_ Grav's, and Mason's, and our BexnTLEv's, Huzp's, and BrYANT's, are too 
well known to need enumeration, - But it would be want. of candour, noi to 
take this opportunity of acknowledging, hom much we are at this time 
for the advancement of knowledge to the UNMVEXSITIES of SCOTLAND: 3 for 
the inſtruction. and entertainment derived from a RoszzTsON and a Hung, 4 
FzxcGuson and a SMITH ; but, above all, for the cultivation of that branch of 
METAPHYSICS or of MIND which gives laws to the — arts, by a K AIS, a 
GraarD, and a CAMPBELL. N 


| might be to the writer, yet it would per CE 


VV iy $1 

- of now; we turn our eyes from the obſervation of the y- 
GRESS of. the HUMAN FACULTIES, to the 8UCCESSIVE: PERIODS 
of DIVINE REVELATIONS, . we ſhall ſee perhaps, that the inFi- _ 
NITE.WISDOM and GOODNEss has graciouſly vouchſafed to ſuit 
the PROGRESSIVE. DISCOVERIES of the oxx, to the GRADUAL 
DEVELOPEMENT of the OTHER, . And by theſe means. eſta« 
bliſh the certainty, that both the ſtronger and weaker ir- 
c radiations, are equally the FIAT of that will, which. gave the 
greater light to rule the day,.. and the leſſer light 70 rule the night.) 
That the firſt revelation, which was granted to our primæ- 
15 * parents uus have been ſuch an one as Moſes relates it = 
to have been in FACT, is, to one well verſed in the opera 5 
of the human mind, even : demonſtrably evident. from THEORY 5 
In our paſſage through the ſtages of infancy and of youth, we 
ſo inſenſibly receive ſenſations, and by repeated trials learn the 
connection between the objects of ſight and touch, acquire 
_ ideas of diſtance and of magnitude, and perceive the relations 
of the different objects of ſenſe, that in manhood only ſome 
few are capable of the labour, and endued with ſuffcient 
acuteneſs for tracing the progreſs of their acquiſitions ;.whilſt 
the generality confound the objects of different ſenſes, and 
miſtake HABIT. kor SE NSATION * * © What however TO be= 
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5 See 3 Berkeley's 1 Therry of Vil zun on, 988 un even ow 1 


adverſaries have borrowed ſome truths without acknowledgment > The theo-! * 


retical diſcoveries in which, received the moſt irrefragable confirmation, by the | 
facts recorded of the young man couched by Cheſelden; ſo well known by the ac= - 
* even o him 1 e that 158 6 cont ornament «of Y whe. "mire 5 
| : 15 n 


— were i= 


134. 


” abi 1 * 7 ceidents would: of I 
under the direction of others, till our o. en 
become our guide? Their care relieving 
danger, and their wiſdom rectifying our miſtakes. But in dar 
. rinsr rankxrs, were deſtitute of all human aſſiſtance whe- 
: they be ſuppoſed to have been produced ints being i "TEL. 
| Rate of infancy or maturity, the world had been to theit ſenſes 
| only a chaos, and to their bodies only a grave; had not 
heavenly inſtructor ſupplied the want of an earthly one, and 4 
1 hem 5 till their own. experience - could pro- 
; urter ignorance of 4 creator, and the obedience due to him 
: ot un not been graciouſly pleaſed under vIs1BLE APPEAR. 
b bjects of their faculties, to ſhadow forth ta 
n 1 inen br eg is PURE INTELLEC 
htly diſcerned by us, through the exerciſe of that faculty in 
ourlelyes. . - For to ſuppoſe, that our firſt parents could in the 
flats! in which THEY. were placed, have attained the knowledge 
even of the eee and | oO wers of f ſenſible en without a 
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Wa « . "Oh rechnineads 2 (7 'T 1 i 50 Berke) ; - Ther * 8 - 
an excellent work to thoſe who are capable of underflanding it. Had Doctor urin 


been one of thoſe who underſtood that, and ſome other of Berkeley's works, he. 
| might- indeed have loſt ſome of the triumphant acclamations of the multitude in 


| 2 own time; but whatever laurels he had reaped, might then to the lateſt po- 
ſterity have adorned his memory with perennial verdure. Jurin however is in 

_ this reſpect by no means ſingular. For ſuch was the fuperiority-of Berkeley's 
ius to thoſe of other modern writers, that not one who has undertaken to. 
refute his works have underſtood them, trom the laborious Baxter, down tothe 
animated eg who muſt be borne upon ſtronger Pinions 21 9 1 common: 
F W d he ever reach OP 8 ethereal F 9 


. 


our e of 5 5 


ſome 


-; and only to be 


ſupernatural 1 * that * heavenly aſ- 
ſiſtance they could have made advances towards the notion of 
a creator and ſupreme governor of the univerſe; would be as 
incongruous with reaſon, as to believe, that were the principle 
of attraction removed, the parts of bodies would ſtill naTu- 
RALLY-cohere; and that F che power of grayitation were * 
pended, the earth itſelf would ſtill TEND towards the ſun. LE 
If then, there ever was a time, when the belief of a mer 
cAusk, which could be preſerved only by oral tradition, was 
by frequent reverberations from one object to another become 
leſs and leſs diſtinct, till at length it reached the ear no more: 
—if at the ſame ti ame, REASON though alive to the notices 


SENSE, MEMORY, and IMAGINATION, yet unrouſed by INTEL. 
LECT, inſtead of riſing to the contemplation of one SUPREME | 
CAUSE, was lethargized in yoLYTHeISM :—then ſurely we may 
reaſonably expect, that the fame Deity who would not leave 
man totally unacquainted with his exiſtence even in infancy, 
would at this time make ſome fuller diſplay of his attributes 
to mankind.—Look into the zooxs of Moses, and you fee juſt | 
ſach a revelation made to the Iſraelites, as the PROGRESS of 
- SCIENCE might lead us to expect. You ſee the Deity adapting | 
himſelf to. their capacities, and by addreſſing himſelf to their 
SENSES, IMAGINATION, and MEMORY, makes known his o 
NISCIENCE, OMNIPRESENCE, and OMNIPOTENCE. And that 1 In 
that age, and long afterwards, POLY THEISM was the vA rv 
aa and NECESSARY RELIGION of mankind, even a a late inge 
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- nious = 


ND OO ona - 


5 . 9 mn: ̃ - 
. nious mr ID RT, Las, with much reading, 1 to nes „ 
— Much thanks, not reproaches are due to him from the vota= _ 
ries of revelation. | For t e ap: which are evident. 


: beyond doubt; and the concluſion is as impiegnable as demon- 
ſtration can 3 it, that the Mosarc rEvELATION MUST - 
BE | RUR: ecaui 
enjoins, covLin BE_ DISCOVERED ONLY BY A SUPERNATURAL 
ILLUMINATION 3. like to that pillar of fire, which conſtantly | 
went before t the Uraclites, to IS thers 1 * wa ina 
vildernels. „ | 
 But—when the traties had by __ 6 whthi 8 
bp nations diſſeminated through the world, the belief of a 
one SUPREME CREATOR and governor of the univerſe; when 
by the ſtability of larger empires, and the progreſs of civiliza- 
tion, men had found time to exerciſe their x AS on various 
objects; and even INTELLECT emerging from the vapours of 
ſenſe, had formed ſome notion of a divine mind, of: GOODNESS, 
of wispom, and of PownR,—when—by comparing the attri- 
butes of GOD with the nature of man, reaſon had enquired 
into his duty here, and into his deſtination hereafter ; then 
| behold where the L16uT of cnRIsTIANITY firſt beamed upon 
. the eye. Like the other lights of revelation dawning indeed 
in the eaſt, but riſing with: rays far more reſplendent and dif- 
| Ts almoſt 3 in an inſtant eee over ann 
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See Mr. Hume's Natural Hiſtory of Religion. 


. che objects it diſplays, and the worſhip = - 
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» Welcome, ae 


and at once > enlightening both the eaſter an the weten he 


miſphere. 


wandering ſteps of man! Ts. i 


* 25 


SENT. STATE of rhines; ſo, the laſt was more peculiarly. 7 


tended to give us ſome intimation of thoſe objects, which in« 
alone be able fully to 
comprehend.” They principally offered earthly er fr = 
heavenly treaſures. They repreſented the Deity 1 to men 5 con- L OR 
ceptions under $ENSEBLE APPEARANCES; and the worſhip t 7 
appointed, abounded in Rr ES and R NHONI Es. This reveals. 
the divinity to our minds as an INTELLECTUAL OBJECT, or 
PURE 8PIRIT ; and the worſhip it enjoins is an. adoration in 


FUTURE: STATE: Of EXISTENCE, we ſhal 


reward. This commands all our affections to be dir 


SPIRIT and in rRUrn. The chriſtian, religion therefore, ſo 


4 


far as it is diſtinguiſhed from other revelations, may with the 
ſtricteſt propriety be called, the RELIGION of INTELLECT, = 


© * 


And as both its xA TUR R and oN! are peculia 


ka thou only fare direftor of the 


| and to afford materials for the exerciſe of thoſe Natural facul- 
N ties, which were deſtined afterwards to be exerted i in the PRE= 


fly adapted 

to that faculty, it is evident, TIEL REASON HAD BEEN ENU ts 
PLOYED:UPON/THE OBJECTS of INTELLECT, the appearance of 5 | | 
this revelation would have been. UNSUITABLE TO THE STATE . 
| of MAN 8 KNOWLEDGE, 0 or CREE PROGRESS s of SCIENCE. | 
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| it I - 


= bee . not InrxI xc: , 
5 f A re re tha: precepts 
r $0 ſoc fr an 2 


fn, e e of, Epicycns a ae 55 "0H 
able, all the varieties of human reaſon?, Then — what though I 


TON be f wut he * chald with. the, hig CL admiration. and 


„ the diſcoveries of the antient philoſophers; the cablimity: of 
_cheix Ipeculations, the accuracy of their reaſonings;. and. the | 


brillianey of, their im 


imaginations, — yef let him; wonder, if he 
bs that mankind, a at length ti . ith, the tech -QLOUS_ nu | 
City, of A gs and t the Vain —_ of. — 
hr] LO wh 22 


on "of of ſence, af arri 12 muchas: EPICURE ani 
for ſome. time, as, was natural, the, thickeſt groud of yataries, | 
| 8155 or, in ku bee sxxsg in the many, from the empire 
| ECT. in the few. But when the EXCELLENCE of 
_ 5 AN, ETHICS became ꝑlainly yiſible in the conduct of 
5 ob itg adherents, sToreisM, had many. patrons and followers. | 
The proud and lofty philoſophers ſeemed at length to become 


1 abamed of x not t feaching a as 425 mon, as the bene and 5 


pri ten 37" gh re 8 8 TY vt 9 wh 


deſpiſed. chriſtians, practiſed. They adopted chens the 


- precepts of chriſtianity; though they rejected its authority. . 
And abſurdly inculcated almoſt all the ſtrictneſs of its mora- 


Uty, at the ſame time that they diveſted men of every motive 


to the practice of it x. So that however it has been diſputed, 


whether ſome of the firſt RIS TIAN fathers did not ſometimes | 


in ſpeculative! opinions, PHILOSOPHIZE CHRISTIANITY; it is 


evident beyond controverſy, that all the philoſophic teachers 
have ever ee in moral doctrines, CHRISTIANIZED to- 5 


5 e 
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After the examination of HEATHEN SYSTEMS, let the Ob- | 


- jetor- attentively trace. the unparalleled ſyſtem of ETHICS 


which may be deduced from the GOSPEL; its FOUNDATION, its. 


- TENDENCY, and its AUTHORITY. A ſyſtem not only infinitely bf 
ſuperior to, but altogether diſſimilar from all PRIOR, "Fyhtems 
of ethics, both as to MorivEs, and to OBJECTS. | | For thoſe 
Syſtems had, and could only have for the roRMER, the affecti- 


ons and paſſions common to human nature. And for the 


- LATTER, only the LAT ED on EO Ts of thoſe very affections 


and paſſions. Whereas the intellectual ſyſtem of morals 0 if I 
may be allowed the expreſſion) revealed in the goſpel, admits. 
no habit or action into the roll of virtues, which has not for 


its object, the UWIVꝝRSAL WELT ARE of MANKIND, indepen- 1 


Pn 


3 ome of; * even eee hs" all ad parti 1 attachments to. 


* „ b 


indi- \ 


'®' See ii, Epiderur's $ works; Marcus Antoninus 8 DA and | 
 Siwplicius' s comment. 
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pn . are 1 * * an blood, neigch 
bourhood, friendſhip, opinion, and count 4; and. which is not 
| likewiſe diveſted of all the averſions which flow from enr ny, . 
and every contrariety of ſentiment, intereſt, and paſſion... So | 
likewiſe, it refuſes to e dignify. with the name of virtue, any 
action or habit however unlimited as to its object, which has 
not for its motive, the hope of that happineſs, which. revelation . 
promiſes us, hereafter ; in oppoſition to the gratification of hs 
thoſe deſires, (though within certain Bounds: innocent in 
; themſelves) which ariſe from the conſtitution of our DITA 8 
ſuch as, intereſt, ambition, pleaſure, or fame Though ſome 
actions therefore, whatever their motives or their objects may 
be, are uniyerſally called moral, becauſe they are uſeful to 
mankind ; from heathen ſyſtems. alone they can aſſert a right. 
to that title. For cxRISTIAN--ETHICS diſclaim them, unleſs 
they are generated from the proper motive, rurumn nA 
PINESs; and directed to the propetii end, UNIVERSAL GOD. 
A ſcheme of ethics which however even the multitude of the 
learned are not perhaps yet fitted to receive in its utmoſt pu- 5 
8 0 no n o e was ever before offered 
c B- ey % FF „ ·0 


Fer Aa ee Sf this "in; 6 Mr. N 8 be Tdlinelrion as” 
chriſtian ethics, in his view Ihe internal Buidence of the: Cbriſtian religion; and 
then ſee the various attacks upon, and the various miſapprehenſions of that de- 
lineation, by other learned and ingenious writers. It is to be withed* for ine 
honour of the age, that ſome of theſe writers, had ſhewn greater liberality of" 
ſentiment, and morechriſtian charity, with regard to the truly reſpeclable author, 
as well as cool deliberation with reſpect to his ingenious opinions. For with- * 
out 1 former qualities | in the Pele vers my _ PROFESSIONS of FAITH in MP 
„ 4 N 
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= Hey 

10 the ! _ heart, nor could be conteiv el by t "qa 
intellect, am all the various webe Rien ne laß 
the waves T doubtful diſputation.” | 


But, thought 3 an appeal to tlie ufs Tenr © of To Aa 


perhaps through the moſt pleaftnt patli in this enquiry; yet it 
18 neither the mo 
RIEMCE OF THE '0BJEEFs: AND POWERS or THE HUMAN MIND. 


leads us to an irrefragable demonRration of the Nrerssitfk ; 2 . 


and conſequently therefore from the att ibütes rs oy * 
TRUTH of the CHRISTIAN REVELATION: - | 


oſt dire KK. nor "the moſt certain rad. [146 


Hare 


For, the CHRISTIAN REVELATION contains af -acddinit, of” . 


11 


De oben -W uAr yy WILL STILL. 
Db,—AND WHAT HE "REQUIRES or MANKIND)! 'T0' vo, roi 


what the Deity HIM SELT HAS 


ARRIVING AT "A STATE OF HAPPINESS” "HEREAPTER, * Now * 


it is evident, that theſe are all MAT TE RS of TAC; which b 


ing dependent upon the voL T TON of "th the Deity, w. ere 
ce pt of DEMONSTRATION. And g N ven als of the dia 
TE DE ON e 8 e vine“ 


REST 56: oo 67pm 26.2: For A's 


world, are 5, ASIA as Tin Line CYMBALS. After the treatment h has receiv 
inja-qountry,;the;iohabitants.of which are ſa ready upon. all occaſions to call out. 
for toleration and mutual orbearance, What la -gentleman cati be expected for 
the future to ſtep forth to give his faith, and conviction to the world? Mr. 
Jenyns has ingenuoufly given the reſult of his enquiry to the public. Muſt he 
implore his Fellow. Cbriſtians, 10 forgive him this wrong... If, for want of more 


leiſure to examine the EXTERNAL evidences of religion, his faith, is not aj Exc. 0 


tegſiwe as theirs who hav; examined them ; ſhall chriſtians endeavqur to deſtray. 0 
the good effects of, what: he does, believe, from a bigc leg diſlike to him bebe. | | 


religion e what he daes not * Rather let him receive Ihe beſt 


th of every ſincere chtiſtian, to which he is.ſo juftly entitled; far aa f 


work I believe ever made more converts. And I doubt not but the. time will 
come, hen the pure ſyſtem of chriſtian ęibigs he has ſo.juſtly,delineated, ſhall, 
ſtill. be remembered to his honour and reward, after the compoſitions 15 ne” 
moſt 1 Nt of his adverſaries ſhall have been wy gs: in obIvion.-— 
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* ©» 
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L PY 5 „ | ns, 

KLE cat b888 6 c deer or bia 
WT e eri aber opefAriohs bf the hüntag foul, 
7; Neither 5. dhe fare redſdn did tlie 


| iter of them come 
within the province" TIT try, For the Rt 

0# Kar "illegal or tek, 1 it is well Ene n. e. e | 
filth only in'its*conroRMri 


ry without As IPNIEN Bui . i 


from paſt experience, we:can” derive only. probable proofs* of 


the: eee of the ame” or platter" facts in future: And 
at ib fame tine ou? reatSliig” mi nuſt always 90 fountle N en 
this "$0 PROSITION, that "the" 


MODES 'of ACTION In SIMILAR CIRCUMETANG But! it für- = 
_ niſhes'nd Tag; add luce nite wiſdom can ae ſhed with. 


22 


nö olle, to. guide u usin filing on. the maſt probable unsern 1 5 
krRCEED cauſe of effe&t* ebent or action amidſt” the INFINITE. . 
ritt res of ane robert, onEECTED/F FROM; THE; 


aut {at tay ety” eee a wo == 
| EN 15 * — THE A abb o oF. "THE HOLY; SPIRIT,- — 


Os ug and 
it 110 7124 DOT HE 27 


8 r appt 3 * vd dif vat 46 | 
quainted with the di ws modes, of evidence EN Zane, 299. the h 


in 
yet it is the ignorance-of this principle," of the negfe&t fie enk 990 4 


which, has gained moſt of the. obje $. ads both b Ipfigel Belieyvęrs 
10 Ae ere and god en Sf ted 2 T. his ernte 5 Bere 


hejw bereatier h ns apthor of this fe mon, In anch Her erk, For nderg 755 
and excel ent treatiſes as. we already have upon the ſubjects of natural and re. 
rs” religion, eto inveſtigations will always produce new pros; and it is only 2 

_ Indglence willingly repoſing on what is already known, which, in the prelent 
| ſtate of WR can be at a a loſs for new. e to old e = fy 
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and the new HABITS, and AFFECTIONS,. chriſtianity requires 
ol its followers, were all of them events diſcoverable only in 
that light which. ſurrounds, the throne of GOD, too bright to 


be beheld by mortal eyes... . Revelation . therefore apart, as all. 


A 


reaſoning upon ſuch facts can be the produce only of hypo- 
theſis, it is liable to be e own by every veer eri ng blaſt of, be 
| conjecture. 1 1 | 


TY ray 3 Th T6 32 5s EE 78s 


| But when once these Dadrines become, the Doftrines of T 
| revelation, they may eaſily be ſoyn and take firm ro0 oot in 1. 
moſt every mind. For, they may be received by the MEAN=- 


EST CAPACITY, through the eaſy conveyance of HISTORICAL - 
EVIDENCE... and the unſuſpecting faith which it repoſes in hu- 
man teſtimony. , And at the fame time, they find their fitteſt 
ſoil 3 in the MOST. ENLIGHTENED UNDERSTANDING; . As they. 


afford exerciſe to the moſt ſcrutinizing reaſon, aſſiſted by: the. 


deepeſt learning, and directed to the higheſt : and moſt important 
objects of ſcience... For, though the moſt penetrating intellect _ 
cannot reach theſe objects without the aid of revelation, no 
more than the brighteſt eye can diſcern many objects in the 
heavens without the aſſiſtance of a glaſs; yet when diſcovered, 


we can point out the uſes of both; and ſhew their congruity 


with the attributes of GOD. With as much proprietyt therefore 
might it be maintained a priori, that a teleſcope Was not 


it] wanted, becauſe GOD had given to Man, Evxs; as that reve- 0 2 
| lation was not necellary, , becau ſe he has endowed: him with 


1 
| 


7 
; 4 ; 
* : 
i 4 
E N 5 f d 8 . x i 5 Fon | 
I "> _ 2 p 0 75 4 : * 8 A d 2 7 5 : p | 
„ 2 1 2 v I £ 2 D N Y . ö 5 8 : „ Fg 9 $ * 
FL. - . x Y . : 
x 8 1 To b 4 " * < »; 2 HON 
3 of 8 Eb £3 es £53 k 4 mY OY. 2 * 2 * my 


. WIRING W 


1 © 7 
4 : : 8 5 
W * *. - 5 : at » 4 2 2 
| 5 | u 85 
1 HZ 
; I . 2 heb, 
9 Y a * — 
0 * £% gh * N 
* Ar 
Ny 


Tal ur rIGHT APPLICA» 1 5 
ON or REASON To THE DOCTRINES or REVELATION. | For, 
"tx" it were the delign of chriſtianity, to give "mankind "CBR- 
TAIN TY on thoſe ſubjet 


ts, where by the lght of reaſon alone ES 


1 they were before only. bewildered in CON JECTURE 3. "whence: 1 
hate fo m ny various opinions and ſects ariſen both in antient 1 


| dern times; innumerable: as the blades of graſs in = 
gt or as the &: attered leaves of the foreſt in autumn? - 


philoſophers, tired with their errors, at length funk 1 into sebr 5 8 
* Txer8M ; fo likewiſe, it will be retorted, have many. chriſtians, 1 


10 equally fatigued with their devious and v vain enquities, reſolved : 
at laſt indolentiy to repoſe in the 'bolom of crEDVLITY. 
"0 That the ſubtilties of METAPHYSICS, are the fruitful ſource 
| of theſe evils, is the common and conſtant anſwer. to this ob- 

jeckion. For, thaf feienct it is. thought n may be juſtly cenſured 
as the-cauſe of all Ee: which have disfigured the fair 


le blemiſ ne 
5 face of chriſtianity. And therefore, all that acrimony of abuſe 
pO, "ip poured'out againſt] it, with which the petulance of ig ignorance 
never falls to condemn, 1, what it does not underſtand... ” 

The! INNOCENCE however of that ſcience \ wants not now to 
x proved; when the iron TANCE of it, in the former part 
of this diſcourſe, has been o fully ſhown... From which 1 An 


5 follows, that to reject the: zpplication of "ALL METAPHYSICS to 
: "the doctrines of reve le 


| tion, is, to diſcard all « USE 'of 1 REASON 
from religion. Since i it is that very ſcience, or as it may. be 


otherwiſe called, ie ſcience of 1 rer, which Sk. 


reaſon: | 


| _ . 438 - 9. | 
xeafon. with the objects, HE which it Judges, of albe, t1 mths of 
revelation. 5 


But, let the, oh ohiestor; 0 — ry \ folution 1 ow e 


8 natur al philoſophers, if he be ot already one. Let hi 


learn che cauſe, a and cure of thei ic strors; ; and he will be Fought 
_Iikewiſe.the,originy and learn the end of chriſtian aherrat 
Let him, turny his eye, to this illuſtrious ſeat. of kaming,,and 
bien the ſagaciqus;Bacon, piercing.through the miſts of oue- 
 zudice which, obſtruted the Aight of his cotemporaries, and 
tracing. the wa Yo which, leads through. nature's. path, t to nature's 
, GOD. Let him, New. the Poaring, yet humble ae kc 
cautiouſly treading, in in the e ſame tt track; from a yariety. of! artl- 
Kula obſervatio ons, forming general Fonclufions, an 
develgping the laws, by, Which t the Whole compages 5 "things 
in the ur e ſyſtem of of the. world, 18 regulated and adjuſted. 


_ Then le let him View t the extravagant conceits, of, other. Philoſo- 85 
phers, ſyſtems | built upon the ſandy foundations of FANCY and 
| IMAGINATION inſtead, of the ſolid baſis of of OBSERVATION and 
EXPERIMENT. 1 And When he afterwards glances his eye e yer | 
' SYSTEMS. of CHRISTIANITY, he c gan no more wonder at the 
harmony of " Ammonius, than the : analogies of, Kepler; gl £ 
Principles of Manes, th than the vortices | of Des-Cartes. . 5 
Alike their errors, and alike the cauſes of thoſe errors. * Ap 
| neither claſs wopld bee contented, as. they ought 1 to have been, 
with the application of. their reaſon to the volumes open befare EH! 
them, the, o one of nature, and the 0 of .Tevelation ; ; and | * 
| - With 
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MUST PREVAIL in the owe, and es 
; DELIVERED: G in the 


of and een enten. bar ell RECTIFY, For, "theſe 
ges 4 diſtaſte to philo@Gph f 

rah cauſed the Tiraclites to 
tothe right applicatio F nof . 


with feverity, the 
The wiſdom of the Deity, i is not ſels 
tl corraptions'6f chriſtianity, : : | 
"0 e the minds of men in difkerent ages, 


* Calan Gy 


| than in the firſt dawn and u aiff * 


. deter, nor danger affright us in qur endeavours to c contem 1 


employed by GOD, for the. Fee J 


oe \ : 
= . T 5 
5 


n 1 of its e an | 
ſeemed more adverſe. to the diſeoveries of 'P iloſophers 5 


been lower, and the. multitude leſs: enlightened * hat tis al 
doctrines. Had it again ſhone forth in ir's pureſt luſtre, during 
e dark night of i n it would perhaps only have da- 
the beholders, not guided their footſteps. And ſince the 


reformation has cheared the world with its returning beams, 


and reaſon has been employed to ſerutinize its evidence; bad 


not ſome of its advocates deemed doctrines as inadmiſſible; 


which are notwithſtanding juſtly capable of defence, and con- 


ceded points to. the weakneſs of infidelity, which are really 


contained in the wiſdom of revelation; many converts had 


been loſt to its cauſe. For the pride of imperfect, the 
33 


improving reaſon, would have revolted from the conviction of 
revealed truth. But no longer let prejudice obſtruct, difficulty 


it in all its native brightneſs. Let us ever rememb 
to CHRISTIANITY. we OWE, the RESTORATION on LETTERS; 


the IFORT ANCE | of } Ats DOCTRINES FURNISHING, the MOTIVE, 


the NATURE of 1 its ESTABLISHMENT. SUPPLYING the PERSONS 3 
fo likewiſe, LzarniNG:and SCIENCE, are the NATURAL MEANS 
mmm 
| 8 CURISTIANITY., - PE foe}! 


Let thoſe therefore, ho — the bounty If their founders 


k. 


ben. And may daa eee be never eee. 4 


ens ah bon e only e i 


| united with ignorance , which were inſtituted as the 
| wiſdom "aſſociated with e NM this 


ee e, * wo mm mga wav nas, p 


When METAPHYSICS: that vor ena or 
ALL SCIENCES wants much to be cultivated; .'* 
rowing its principles to cement all the ſuper- 
by learning and genius; they can remain only weak and tot 
tering edifices. But without the aid of thoſe Principles erery 5 
fabric of theology muſt inſtantly tumble into ruins. For na- 9 

ion, muſt then want its foundation of intellectu 5 
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